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that power without a display of pomp. So he
held a Court among his new friends in York, and
very popular both he and his Court grew to be.
It was a pathetic ending for the man wrho had
thrice envisaged the Papal Court for his own ;
but it \vas at least one at which he could be him-
seff and in which he could exercise his gifts.

The diocese of York was, in those days, the best
administered diocese in England ; and we have
only to realise that Wolsey was spending the force
of a mighty brain and organising capacity, accus-
tomed to dealing with a continent, upon a single
diocese, to realise that this must have been so.
His abundant energy never left him, and, now
that he was far removed from the vexation of
the King's Court, his geniality largely returned.
Moreover, the details of his little kingdom never
escaped him, and he patched up quarrels between
the lords and gentry, brought husbands and wives
together who had been separated for a long while,
and did much to improve the dwellings of the
poor. His ambition, freed at last from the great
sea of possibilities afloat on the Continent and
the dark intrigues of life at the Court, found sub-
limated channels into which they flowed easily
and effortlessly and to the general good of man-
kind. Nevertheless, the diocese received little
spiritual uplift, although Wolsey saw that both
the secular and monastic priesthood exercised
its functions in good order and discipline. Within
the limits of his temperament he was probably